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cape York Rueensland.

Cope York Peninsula is 220,000 sg km ﬂfLﬂu.::! Located L Far
North Rueensland, Australia. It is the largest wunspoiled
wilderness L northern Australia starting at MNormaanton Ln
the west and tnwnisfail in the east.

The land north of the Jardine river, the true Cape York, is a
narrow peninsula with the Coral sea to the east the Arafura sea
and Gulf of carpentaria to the west and the Torres Strait to
the north. Only 80 miles south of Australia’s nearest
neighboring country Papua New Guinea the land is
traditionally owned by the indigenous Australians of the
areq.

There are 5 communities that collectively form the Northerm
Peninsula Area (NPA) at the tip of Cape York, the Bamaga,
mji,m;ra. Umagico (Alaw), New Mapoon and Seisia
communities make up the NPA,

From Musarave it is 570kwm of travel on the Peninsula
Development Road (PDR) to Pajinka the tip, the voad is
sometimes very corregated with bulldust holes, if it rains can
be very slippery, so care must be taken.

if You are not driving the old
Telegraph Track (OTT) there are
bypass reads around it.

wWhen you get to the Jardine River

You have 2 choiees: To pay to use the
S

ferry to cross the Jardine rRiver.

To drive doww river and attempt to
eross the river using your own
vehiele.

Whewn You use the {crrH HYou are
paying a fee to enter Aboriginal
land ruw by the In|inoo people.
Supplies for the Cape come by boat
as the road is not suitable for
trucks.

The Equipmewt

My vehicle is a Toyota pop top camper with

a U &
dual 90 Litre fuel tanks ,and a 50 Litre
water tank,

The vehicle can sleep four people with the
roof extewded, it has a coocker, sink, fridae,
storage cupbonrds for food utensils and
clothing.

he vehicle has a 150 watt solar panel and
a 2000 watt Lnverter for 240 volt power, it
also has dual oatteries so as to keep the
fridge going day and night.

| have recovery equipment consisting of a
swatch strap, high Lift jack, Max trax,
Lowg hawdled shovel and aw exhaust air
|ack.

.Snfﬂtg.j equipment is a first aid kit, fire
blankeet, 2 fire extinouishers one at the
fromt and one at the back, a satellite phowne
and UHF radio.




Normeantown

Morvaanton is @ swall cattle toww b the Shire of
Carpentaria in Queensland, Australia. It started
Life as a port for the Gqulf of Carpentaria‘s cattle
Ladustry and grew with the discovery of gold at

e s | & s

a02 InZZE Al sl b i ﬂrc-!.jdr:-n. in 1885, Teday it is prima ri.l.:._.! drivem hH
tourisme with the Purple Pub officially rnown as
the National Hotel, the Albiown Hotel which was
built in Croydown in the late 1800s and transferred
to Normanton in the early years of the twentieth
centiry.




The Savannah King

A model of the Lavgest crocodile ever shot. A wonean named H.radstgd na Pawlowski a professional crocodile hunter shot
the .62 metre (that's 28 feet 4 Linches) Crocodile and ended up in the quinness Book of Records. The crocodile was
shot pw the MacArthur Bank, MNorman River, downstream frnm MNormgintpn LIr'I.-JL{LU, 1957,

Normantown
Left; The big Crocodile

Top right; The qulflander (s rail link between
Morvanton awd ErﬂHd.nu..Thg tvalw Leaves
Normanton on wednesday at £.20 am and arrives
in Croydon at 1.30 pm, returns wext day at 1.20,

Bottom right; The 42nd Avanal Mormanton Rodeo
§ campdraft

Botton left; Mutton Hole (s a 9000 hectare
wetlands



Kruma ba

RLaht; Sunset Ln the beer garden at the Sunset

Tavern
Top left: Sunset on the qult of Carpentaria

Top right; Sunrise L the beer aarden r.-{ the Suwaset

Taveirm

BEottom right; morning Lwn the Sunset Tavern




Burke Development road

right; Savanwah way Alternate route
Top Lef; Sow and pialets
Top riant; Kawngaroe with jr-t::j LA poUCA

Bottom Left; Brolaas in Jewny Lind creek

Mt Surprise

Chillagoe

Dunbar




Burke Development road

| decided against travelling the 1013kms from Normantown to Musgrave on highway 1 tnstead i
travelled the Burke Development Road worth from Mormantow to Dunbar thew across the Mitchell
river, taking the Dixie track to the Peninsula Development Road (PPR) to Musgrave cutting the
distance to S00kms. There is wo fuel available between Normanton and Musarave so i had to
make sure L did not mare anyy mistares and take any other track thaw the right one. The Hema
satellite navigation is very geod as yow can see Your Location on the map and quickly see if you
are ow the right or wrong track.

The jouney to Dunbar was 300kms of dirt and corrugations with cattle roaming free. Around
FORmS frove Norveantow L cam to the Smithburne river to cross thew shortly after the ilbert river
weither much of a problem. Another 100Rms ow L stop at Mentana waterhole, the golden savannah
grasslands and wetlands have native animals and birds including herons, jabirus, brolaas,
SAVUS crane and wmany other waterbird species that migrate here.

From Dunbar L take the Drumduw!f road to Koolatah thew ow to the Dixiz road, the road has
washouts bulldust holes, © veach the Allce river and stop for the day.




Crossing the Mitchell =River

was looking a bit scary as i am travelling alone,

sat and watched for a while eventually dectding to

cross the river.

Selected Low ranae second gear and started the
crossing. got to the other side of the river only to
find a long dug out chanwnel of water and sand,
wot a probleva for the troopy.




DiLxle road

right; outback cow with Lick. Lick contain
minerals calciuwn, phosphorous, magnesium,
sulphur and salt, as well as wicro-elenents Like
copper, zine, selenium, cobalt, manganese, lodine,
plus vitamins A, D and E.

Top Left; washput

Bottome right; Alice river

Bottom left; Dixie road
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Musgrave Telegraph Station

Musgrave Telegraph Station Musgrave was first
built as an overland telegraph station in 1887, It is
wow @ heritooe Listed forvaer telearaph station and
a vow roadhouse at Peninsula Developmental

rRoad,also Raown s Musgrave Roadhouse.
Frederick Shepard bought Musarave off the PMG
b the 1930's, the roadhouse is still operatea oy the

'nr i ] 1 F .I"| - Jn - | % =
.'::hq.fcn;f family today and offers {ree hot showers
tor travellers.
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Coewn

____H.Fﬂﬁ 1 BE T Rt ; e B = Coew s the traditional homelands of the }_f.:-'.myja people,
)= PUB - _ ' ! Py | - : it was flrst settled from the exploration of Cape York by

T

l ] I — e BT ' i | L - T = = __‘l_ 2 e i, T = ! = ey p ¥ = e
* AMBING : - - : | i e — willlame Hann i 1872, In 1876, Robert Sefton found

GLHL;.‘J-.l. =Ty R

= gold at the Coen River, ke built a Log fort there for
protection frome Local Aboriginals and prospected for
aold.
Coewn has 0 general store where L stocked up with food
after being out bush for a week or so, it alse has the
Echanae pub which has been renanmed as the Sexchange
pul where L had a couple of beers with the locals, i
wanted a phote of Cedric an aboriainal man with a
beard and cowboy hat, but after another beer he asked
vt for mond for the phote which L réfused and deleted.




Avrcher RLver

The traditional owners are the wWike, l-:ﬂm-..i;ju and
wikampama people. The river was named after the
Archer family of Rockhampton in 1265 by the
Jardine's during awn expedition of the area.

Arvcher River Roadhouse Lo on the Peninsuln
Developrmental Rd, &4 kw worth of Cogn, where L
decided to stay), i met some locals frowa Lockhart
river who Lavited mae o ';.‘:HH L the Arvcher riverbed
for the night, i had already booked into the
enclosed campsite so just had tea with them.




WeLpa and Mapoown

WELRA LS @ mutnind town on the QuLt o Carpéntaria

coast of the Capt York PenlAasuid, and Ls the Vi

;.,'-".-"".‘ Wi D '.'l".“' CApE

The .uilj*rr._a‘ of land arownd Welpa (s Lo Tinto

Mubialing Lease Therve are Ywo continupus mlnlng
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Mortown Telgraph Station

eECUME TUL M ORE TGN AELEERAE FH S it AN E ST

Movretow Telearaph Station was part of the Cape

o o | _: g — ; 1 . T

" - & T ;“' - — _t..

Yorke Telearaph Live and was completed Ln 1297, it &-: » : e
is located own the Wenlock River and is a & hectare A o -

(15 acre) clearing b natural bushland. The
wenlocke ®River flows all year, the Levels can 1.mr'tj
ﬂr‘ﬁ!w.ﬂi,i.cﬂlltj between th "wet' seasown avd the "dr %)
SEASDWV.. : g
Before the bridge was bullt the only way across the
wenlock river was by the 44 aallon druum

raft(seen iw the top Left picture). The station has a
hot shower after a hard day's drive.




Bramwell Station

Bravawell Statiow is a werking
cattle statiowm with roowa for
travellers, it is &km from the
overland Telearaph Track avnd a
aood place fr:r coored watal. T ney
have a restawrant with Live mus.ic.,r:u
5.20 it is happy hour with cold beer,
thew a tale about the station init.t.rr.-*H
by Manager Ken cﬁaa{rcg. thad a =
course meeal with roast veeat and
veaies and et a great bunch of
people some coming back dowa from
the cape with aood stories. The
entertainment artists fly in on the
weekly mail plave.




30 km GRAVEL ROAD BEGINS 1.3 km AHEAD

PLEASE DRIVE ACCORDING TO PREVAILING
WEATHER CONDITIONS

THIS ROAD 1S SUBJECT TO SEASONAL FLOODING,
LANDSLIPS, LOSS OF TRACTION, POTHOLING.
AND FALLEN TREES.

THIS 1S AN ADVISORY SIGN ONLY.
THE ROAD COULD BECOME IMPASSABLE WITHOUT NOTICE
Al ANY TIME.

Peninsula beuganmewt Road
(PDR)

The Peninsula Developmental Road (Rnoww as the
FDR) is @ unsealed road of 558 R (247 miles),
Located iv. Rueenslawnd, Australia. The road llnkes
Lakeland in the Shire of Cook and Weipa on the qulf
of Carpentaria coast of the Caps York Pealnsula.
Sownee parts of the unsealzed road are severely
corrugated with dust holes and washouts. A high
clearance vekicle is recommended




Top Left; Branuwell junction

Bottowu Left: The overlawd

Telegraph Track

overland Teleg raph Track

The OTT track is an wamaintained track following the path of the
original overland telegraph Line, starting from Bramwell Junction
and contivuing to the Jardine River. The road has a lLenath of
S50k and it's definitely 4 Wb only. The track is generally
warrow, with some sections being very rocky and eroded with several
creglRs to cross some are quite deep so a high clearance four wheel
drive is required with a snworkel and recovery aear.

Tep right; Start of the Overland

Telegraph Track

Bottown right; The first water

crossing
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Palm Creek

Top left: Palve Cregk north
Left: The overland Telzaraph Track

rop ’.cf't - Palve Creeie

Bottons viaht; Palm Creek south




Top Left, page Left: Alice Creek

Alice creek wias reasonable .:Jr{.j

race lefs: BEYtLE CreeR

Bertie creek had water and rock holes. the crossing
of Bertie erece was olkay, the exit a bit challznging
awnd Eumpﬂ_

Page right: & unshot

Gunshot is a steep entrance, b did wot attemapt this
creeke, there Ls a chicken track for the cautious.,




Cockatoo Creek

Coclkatoo Creer is a creek with clear water and
greew vegetation around Lt. The bottom is rocky but
there are bog heles to avold

Satlor Creek

You erpss Saclor Creeke o 0 sl hri.:‘-i.-g-:. A-th'_r the

bridae, on your left hand stde is an old linesmen's
shelter with nanes of previous travellers wnder the

c.ﬂi[ing.
Right: Sailor Creek
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Fruit Bat Falls

water from thtjﬁrﬂiim! river traviels sputh via Elwpt
creek to Frudt bat falls into a swinuming hole called
the sauspaw. You can safley swine and play in the
waterfalls, there are fish and the bottom (s sandy
with rockes.
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Surubbkj Creer

Eliot § Twin Falls

As you Leave Fruit Bat falls and head worth the
track becomes slow going and You reack Serubby
ereel @ deep water erossing, with water coming over
the bonnet. when you reach Eliot falls it is another
safe swinuming hole with water from the Jardine via
Eliot creeke. There s camping at Eliot falls but Lo
must book before arriving.




canal Creekr

Top Left: canal Creer going north

Top riaht; Canal Cretk aoing south

sSam Creek

B-ottoma riant: Sav Creee

-

rRight: Sam Crezie




Mistake Creek

Left: canal Creele aolng worth

Top right; The exit from Mistare Creer going
cout.

Bottom right; The entrance tp Mistake Creek from
the worth.

Bottome Left: OTT telegraph pole.




canwnioall Creek

Top Lleft: caniball Creele opproach from the worth
Bottom Left; cawniball Creek aoing south
Bottom right; | stayed overnight at Canlball Creek

Right; The exit at caniball Creek golng south
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Cypress creek

Left: woodew bridae over Cypress CreeR, troopy
only just fits.

Top Left: Appreach to Cuypress Creer

right; Aw old Telegrap
h pole on the Overlawd Telegraph Track
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Logawns creek
Logawns Creek is a long crossing, with the water
Lapping the bonnet in sections and the sandy base,
used low ranae 2nd aear aet thouah.

Top Left: Approching Logawns Creek from the worth,
Top right; Crossivg Logans Crezk.
Right; Crossing Logans Crezi.

Bottom left; Entrawnce to Logans Creek from the
wnorth.




Nolaw creek

Molawns L the deepest cregle erossing, the entrance
from the worth is shallow awd gets deeper, the
bottom Ls .-f.nm:a{;.j awnd there are = extts all steep @
chose the left side exit.

Top Left: Entrawnce from the worth to Nolans creeke.
Left: Crossing Molans creer

Top right; view of Nolawns Creer from the north

Bottore riakt: Exiting Molawns Cresie.
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_Jardine river

Ihe jardiwne river river mouth is at Muttee head and
flows gast through the Jardine aatisnal park, with
Lots of tributaries flowing inland such as Eliot
creek. There ks a erry allowing travellers te cross
the Jardine river for a fee( this includes any bush
camping north of the Jardine). There is a free

CYDS Luu] doww river, with a ‘-'L"J|H. ftrn.i.m;-j Trﬂm'n-lt
wot to try to cross the river at the old ford, i watched
2 cars attevapt it and aet stuck bn the river, another
wte camee and did cross the river, e pulled the other
2 cars out of the river. L paid the ferry fee.




Mutee head
Mutee Head had the Mo 52 radar Station during
world \war 11, past tihe old radar statiown L5 a track
that gets bumpy and very sandy to to the mouth of
the Jardive river.

Top Left: The olf bridae to Mutee head

Bottom Left: Number b5z radar station

Bottone right; the beach at Mutee head

Right; The mouth of the Jardine river.
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BamMaga

Bamaga is the most northerly toww ow the
Australian mainland, water supply s from the
Jardine river via a treatment plant. Supplies come
by boat which docks at Seisa for the supermariet
awnd {uel station, therve are several mechanics as
travellers often need repairs due to the road
conditions, L had to renew the starter motor
comtacts on the troopy.

Horses andd dogs wander arouwnd the town ft‘ﬂﬂla

some Look quite poorly.




e 1977 the name Seisia was adopted by the

COMAINALLL H.E.t‘H at med island Point. The name Seisia’ wias
takew from the first letters of the names of Mugai Elu’s
fathers and brothers Sunal, Elw, tbuail, Sasaukaz, lsua
avd ARz,

Seisa is a small town on the west coast of the Cape.

There ic a jetty that is used by boats to bring supplies to

Banean, the jetty is also used by people travelling to
Thursday island.

Tep left:The Trinity wnloading supplies.
Bottorn LeftoAn old refugee boat.
Top right:Mura watching the kids at the jetty.

Right:Sunset.
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Loyalty beach

Loyalty beach is 1= acre cavapsite that has 11 acres of
opew. bush camping and allows you to camp ow the
beach{ront. Lookout {for palm cockatoos, green tree {rogs,
dingoes, Rangaroos, greewn tree swakes, pythons, wild
horses, crocodiles or the beawtiful Ulysses B u.“gtrflﬁ all
Seen nere.

Top riaht: Helicopter trips pver the cape.

Fop Leftt: Loyaty) beach at Low tide

Eottowme right:My spot Loyalty veach.

Right: Sunset
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Thursda Y Island

Thursday island is accessible from Seisa by boat,
it is about 45 vains travelling past other islands.
Thursday island was a veilitary base during
WAWS2 ard L onder Avstralian rule.

Top left: Thursday island beach

Top right: There was a pearling industry on T1 with
_Jepawvese and gooriginal divers

Eottom Left: Thuwrsday istand harbowr.
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Punsand bmd |

Puncawnd Bay is Like a recort base with a bar, cooked
food, swimming pool, laundry, shower and toilets,
pre booking is advised, L was lucky enough to share
a spot with other travellers. A great place to stay for
awny cape York adventurer, angler, beacheowber,
birdwatcher or history bu (f looking to explore and
discover the Cape York Peninsula

The beach here is great, water is beawtiful but You
are wnable to swim b the turquoise waters due to
CroCs.
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Pajiniea is the Aboriginal nawme for the Land at The
'I"F.:*., after the red, L':IL-'.M?.H, du:—'.:'l.j roads for almpst
1000kRm You come to the most northerly point on
the Australian mainland with York and Eborac
islands facing yow in the Torres Strait.
Frangipani BEeach stretches for almost 2k from
the west of The Tip, a beautiful beach to walk alowng
with tu'rqup;'.s.ﬁ wiater, but beware {rFtIn-'.' EYDLS.

There was resort called Fﬂiiﬁ.l‘?ﬂ wilderness Lodae,
it closed in 2002 for revovations avd was due to
reopen b 2003, but it never did.

. T o _L'."‘_.f'-
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Sowmerset beach

Sovagrset Bay is the site of the historic Somerset
settlement, which was abandoasd tin 1942 Leaving
the ruins and sonee gravestonss that remain. The
beach faces east across Albany Passage, and
consists of a steep hioh tide beach, with 200 m wide
intertidal sawnd flats grading twto deeper patch
reefs. if You go for a climb over the rocks and
through the mangroves You will come to a cave with
aberiainal rock art, L stayed here for a couple of
days, there is great history to Somerset beach.




-
. F
. -
" i
e i
%
-
& . ’
#
AT, s
1 & e

Lockerbie Rainforest |
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Lockerbie rainforest is between the croc tent and the tip

2 1

of cape York. whew it rains the rain seers to collect on

e R -l.'
- r'ii--"i!'-.ﬂir".i"'ﬁ b _dﬁiﬁ

the canopy awnd makee the r-ur'.m.;'ﬁ-LL evEn neavier, making

the track wet n sliperu.
rhe Croce Shop was .:-pén.e,.:i by Cape Yore plonesr Linda
Rowe Lt 1984, Dale and L Eﬂ“'l-'lrd.i-"‘h tre Croe tent as e
wanaaoers since 2010, after 4 years tney brought the ot =% s 9
Croc tent, A =T P
The Croc Téwnt is FI'LLH 17 kRilowietves from the worthera e e e '_ '
most point of Australia. Get your free vaap and helpful St 2 hﬁ'&liﬁih] sl
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advice on things to see, the current road conditions and
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Ussher point

The track to Ussher Point s &0k Lowng, it is
variable and interesting. It travels open dry
sclerophyll forest, through patches of vine scrub,
awvd over rockly bauwxite outerops. Mot tos many
people travel this track <o you have to be able to
rescue yourself if need be.

The canping area is very small and only suitable
for = cars MAX You cavnot drive to the beach as
the track is blocked by posts but it is only 6 short
walk to the entrance to the river, as always be aware
of erocs.
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Captain Billy's landing

Captain Billy's is a very remote place on the
easterw side of the Cape York Penlwvsula. The track
te Captain Billy's is 27km of narrow track with
water crossing and washouts, the camp site Ls very
reweote and wind swept and the facilities very
basic.

At Low tide you can access the caves, Captain
Billy's landing is survounded by Lush vainforest.




Chilll Beach

Chilli beach is Located ow the east coast of cape
Yorke near Lockhart viver, L travelled EU a track
from the old telegraph station via the Rocky crezie,
wenlock river and the Pascoe river. The camping is
very limited so booking in advawnce is advisable.
The beach is surrounded by tropical vainforest and
turgquoise water, the sunrise at Chilli beach is well
worth the early morming viewing, the days are
warim with plenty to explove iw the rainforest or on
the beach.




Lakrefield NP

Lakefield Mational Park has grasslands awd woodlawds,
wetlands, coastal estuaries, mangroves arvd mudflats, tn
the south, sandstone hills and escarpments dominate the
landscape. | stayed at Saltwater Crezk, the birds Rept me
awalke they were noisy all wight and as the sign says
there were saltwater crocs and Lots of mosauitees.

Top left: Entering Lakefield NP
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Top right: Big Saltwater Croc o2
Bottom right: Cape Flattery
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Lawura is a small towan i the bottow of Lakefleld
Mational Park, it has a few buildings and the old
Guinkean. Pub nestied in the shade of eango trees.
Quinkawn country is the Aboriginal spirits shown at Split
Rock and Gu Gu Yalangi sites the largest collection of
prehistorie vock art L the world.

Top left: Lawra and the railway to Cooktown.
Bottom Left: Split rock Aboriginal art.

Top Lleftt: Old Lawra howestead.
Top right: Aboriginal art
Botton right:Mushroon rock art.
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Elive beach has soft squeaiky white sand, towering
papérbark trees, great views out to Colowred Sand cliffs and
room to cAmp under shady trees. After saying G'day to
Eddie L set wp camp by the waters edae with a view to the
coloured sands enjoyying a fresh coconut off the tree. Late in
the arvo L joined some Youna crew for @ walk ko the coloured
sands, we thew climbed to the top and watched the sunset,
walking back in the dark lnland so as to wiss any crocs
that might be about the waters edge.

Top right: ELim camp spot At o
Bottom right: Coloured sands R -‘Ef : Wy
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Right top: Colowred sand cliffs.
right bottom: Swnrise over Cape Bed{ord.



Hope vale

Hope vale is a toww ow the way to Elim beach, it is
surrounded by tropical native bushlawd, rmourvtain
ranges, pristine coastal and diverse flora and {auna.
Own Yy return L sat and talked to an elder who told me
about the area, the church being a lutherawv. mission
wintil 1968, it is now the Local church. Hope vale has a
population of arround 1500 made up of thirteen clan
groups who mostly speakr Guuau Yimithirr.

Top right: Endeavour falls
Bottome right: 1ssabella falls

This page: Hope vale




Coor Towwn
Coortown Ls tn Guuau Yimithire country and was
nwareed by captiain James Cook when his ship ran
aground own a reef in 1LF70. In October 187= (t became a
supply port for the goldfields further north alowg the
Palmtr River. From 1873 to 1890 ovér half a veillion
punces of gold was exported from Cooktowwn, the towns
population was greater thaw &000 people and had 47
pubs.
Top right: Endeavour rivérmwouth
Eottora right: Flinch Bay
Top left: Cooktow from grassy hill
Bottorn Left: Suwnrise at the lighthouse
This paae right: Captain Cook




The trip to Cape York took me 4 montrs,
A total distance covered was 10000 kRilowmeters.
I travelled from South Australia up through the widdle of Australia to Norvanton
on the Gulf of carpentaria.
Then up the west Coast of Gulf of Carpentaria to the tip of Australia at Cape yorr.

Returning dowwn the east coast of Australia via the Overland Telegraph Track(OTT,

Captain Billy's landing, Chilli Beach, Lakeside National Park and onto
Coortown.,
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